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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Office of the Dead to honor         
Mary Witzman, Founder   
San Damiano Fraternity            
Begin: Pg. 497             
Intercessions: Pg. 1500                                              
The Closing Prayer      

 April 15th Meeting  

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls

THE SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION               
John 7:37-39  The Word of God                             
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, 2021
                                                                              

On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood up 

and exclaimed, “Let anyone who thirsts come to me and 

drink.  As Scripture says, ‘Rivers of living water will flow 

from within him who believes in me’.”   He said this in 

reference to the Spirit that those who came to believe in 

him were to receive.  There was, of course, no Spirit yet, 

because Jesus had not yet been glorified.                       

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Reflection
 Water was a special word for the Jews.   It kept them 

alive in the desert.  It changed barren, arid land into rich soil 

that fed them with crops and fruit trees.  It produced grass for 

their flocks.   Now Jesus reminds them of Old Testament 

passages that promise rivers of living water will flow from 

inside each of them if they only believe.   The graces of the 

Holy Spirit are at their command to bring them happiness, 

contentment, peace; making their interior life an oasis in the 

desert.  It all began Pentecost Sunday with the arrival of the 

________
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CALLED  TO  A  FRANCISCAN  
LIFESTYLE

"A very strong fraternal 
communion," is part of the authentic 
Franciscan vocation.”
Listed below are the hallmarks.... 

• Simplicity: "There is no 
pretense in the Franciscan 
Spirituality. We who live by the 
Rule of St. Francis, strive to be 
the genuine article, that is, 
people who do not care much 
for fame or wealth - people who 
live in simplicity." 

• Poverty: "Love of Gospel 
poverty develops confidence in 
the Father and creates internal 
freedom." 

• Humility: "The truth of what 
and who we really are in the 
eyes of God; freedom from 
pride and arrogance." 

•  A Genuine Sense of Minority: 
"The recognition that we are 
servants, not superior to 
anyone." 

• A complete and active 
abandonment to God: "Trusting 
in God's unconditional love.”

•  Conversion: "Daily we begin 
again the process of changing to 
be more like Jesus" 

•  Peacemaking: "We are 
messengers of peace as Francis 
was.”

• Transformation: "What God 
does for us, when we are open 
and willing." 

Paraclete. There was an instant, overwhelming change in 
the disciples of Jesus. We see this also in the life of 
Francis. The Holy Spirit taught him to pray, and 
introduced him to a true relationship with God. He 
learned how to trust, believe, hope and love. It was the 
beginning of spiritual freedom, which we read about in 
Chapter two of “Franciscan Prayer” in April. It is entering 
into covenant with God, being freed by surrendering to 
His will.  As Franciscans, we study Francis’ life so we too 
can satisfy our thirst for God by drinking of the living 
water. Mary Witzman found the Holy Spirit in her life 
with the San Damiano fraternity.  She was a true 
example of living her life with Christ.                                                              

Deacon Kim Jensen~Formation Director
May 20th, 2021 San Damiano Fraternity Gathering 

We will discuss pages 55-62 of Chapter 3 

          ______________________________________________

Please pray for Cheryl and the kids.  May they, in gratitude, be 
thankful for the years of Love they shared with Jerry.                                     
Griese, Jerry L. age 54 of Anoka went to be with the Lord on April 
26, 2021. Jerry was very creative in building things around the 
house, he took pride in his garden and cooked all the meals. He loved 
spending time with his family, camping, going to movies, antiquing, 
and celebrating the Holidays together. Present wrapping will never 
be the same. Jerry worked at a woodworking shop prior to working 
15 years at Target Corp before becoming a stay-at-home Dad. He is 
preceded in death by his mother, Catherine. Survived by his loving 
wife of 23 years, Cheryl; children, Zachary, Zoe & Joseph; siblings, 
John, Jeff, Jim (Patty) & Jeanette; best friends, Scott Thompson & 
Lowell Atkinson; along with many other loving family and friends. A 
Visitation will be held on Monday, 5/10/2021 at Thurston-Lindberg 
Funeral Home, 2005 Branch Ave from 5 PM – 8 PM. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be held on Tuesday at St. Stephen’s Catholic 
Church, 525 Jackson St, Anoka, doors will open at 10:40 AM for the 
11 AM service.  Interment will follow Mass at Calvary Cemetery in 
Anoka.  May Jerry ‘Rest in Peace,’ in the arms of His Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Our prayers are with you Cheryl…
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The Mary, Mary Month of May!
                                                                                                       
“We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of 
the Church, continues in heaven to exercise her maternal role on 
behalf of the members of Christ" (Paul VI, CPG § 15).

By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's 
redemptive work, and to every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the 
Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith and charity. Thus she 
is a "preeminent and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; 
indeed, she is the "exemplary realization" of the Church.

"This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues 
uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the 

Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath the 
cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this saving 
office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . . . . 
Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, 
Benefactress, and Mediatrix."

Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. "This 
union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of Christ's 
virginal conception up to his death”; it is made manifest above all at the hour of his Passion:

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union 
with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her only 
begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's heart, and 
lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the same Christ 
Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold your son."
                                                                                                                                                             
After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers." In her 
association with the apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her prayers imploring the gift 
of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation."

After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better way to conclude 
than by looking to Mary.  In her we contemplate what the Church already is in her mystery on her 
own "pilgrimage of faith," and what she will be in the homeland at the end of her journey.  There, "in 
the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity," "in the communion of all the saints," the Church is 
awaited by the one she venerates as Mother of her Lord and as her own mother.

In the meantime the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which she possesses in body and soul in heaven, is 
the image and beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come. Likewise she 
shines forth on earth until the day of the Lord shall come, a sign of certain hope and comfort to the 
pilgrim People of God.   Source: CCC, Article 9
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Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

 May 

Dennis Gatenby, OFS~May 7th 

June 

Patricia Brandt, OFS~ June 2nd                     
Tom Geissler, OFS~June 27th.                  

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly.                                 

Please   pray   for:   

 Cheryl Griese & family, may 

Jerry G. Rest in Peace~         

Jean Bolton, Pat Brant, … 

 The gi( of life…that all 

people would respect, protect and cherish life in 

all stages.    

For Holy Mother Church to be cleansed, and 

purified according to God ’s Will.  

 For  new vocaCons for holy priests and sisters, 

& for all branches of the Franciscan family.. 

 Holy Spirit we call down Your Mighty Healing 
Power upon your children, our country and Holy 
Mother Church.  Please grace us with the giC of 
praying well, inspiring a New, Deep Abiding Love 
for You.  Spirit of Truth come into our hearts; shed 
Your light upon the naLons, so they can praise You 
in unity.  God the Holy Spirit have mercy on us.        

Pope Francis Intention     
May 2021 

The World of Finance 
Let us pray that those in charge of 

finance will work with governments to 

regulate the financial sphere and 

protect ciOzens from its dangers. 

Please pray for our  beloved                      
deceased Fraternity members                                                 

                                                                                         

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermoP, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012 

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

BePy Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

JeanePe Polejewski…January 11, 2021            

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021 

                                                                                  
May Christ, who called you, take you to 
himself; may angels lead you to Abraham's 
side.  Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and 
may your light shine on them forever.  Amen 
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We Keep Ourselves in the Dust of Humility                
Keep my pride in check, break it’s grip;                                                        
I shall be free of blame, for  deadly sin                                                                                                              

Psalm 19:14 

                     Morning Reading                                                                                                             
 When he was acclaimed a saint by the crowds, he would say, “I might have sons and 
daughters yet.  Don’t praise me as if I were safe.  You should never praise anyone unOl you see how 
he turned out in the end..”  That is what he said to others and then, addressing himself, he would 
add, “If almighty God had done so much for a criminal, he would be more thankful than you, 
Francis.  He used to o_en tell the friars, “No one should fla`er himself for anything a sinner is 
capable of doing.  A sinner can fast, pray, weep, and do physical penance.  The one thing he cannot 
do is to remain faithful to God.  Anyone who gives back to God the praise which belongs to him 
really has something to boast about, if he serves him faithfully and a`ributes to him the gi_s he 
bestow.”                                                                                 St. Bonaventure, Major Life of St. Francis 

 At first you might say, “I am; I see and feel that I am.  And not only do I exist but I possess all 
sorts of personal talents and gi(s.”  But a(er coming up with all those in your mind, you could sCll 
go a step farther and draw them all together in a single all-embracing prayer such as this:  That 
which I am and the way that I am, with all my giCs of nature and grace, you have given to me, O 
Lord, and you are all this.  I offer it all to you, principally to praise you and to help my fellow 
ChrisLans and myself.                                                                         The Book of Privy Counseling         

        For ReflecXon 

 Creator, help me remember that my gi_s are from you.  When I do well, I offer thanksgiving 
to you.  When I misuse what I have been given, I ask for forgiveness. 

 Evening Reading 

 The Blessed Francis was so much honored for his holiness by the people that they used not 
only to kiss his hands, but even his feet.  He, however, seemed in no way put out by such 
reverence; but his companions were horrified.  “Brother,” said one of them to him, “are you aware 
of what is happening?  Do you not see what you are doing?  The people are worshipping you, and 
yet you don’t a`empt to stop them, but seem rather to rejoice in it!”…                                                                          
 Then Francis said to him:  “Look, brother; all this reverence which is paid to me I never take 
to myself, but I simply pass it all on to God.  And as for me, I keep myself in the dust of humility and 
all honor I give to God.  Thus the people benefit, for it is God whom they are worshipping, though 
they see him only in his creatures.”    A New FioreV                                                                                       

A Dwelling Place Within~St. Francis of Assisi 
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April 21, 2021 San Damiano Council/ Gathering Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Meeting started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order

This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s meeting rooms 1 and 2. 

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese 
attended via Zoom,  Secretary: Kevin O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: 
Barb Zachman, Formation Director: Deacon Kim Jensen.  Council Members Absent:  
Spiritual Assistant: Sr. Karen Niedzielske
Other members in attendance at Council Meeting:  Christopher Mathis, OSF

Kevin read Council minutes from our March meeting. 
Barb  made a motion to accept minutes as read Deacon Kim seconded the motion-
motion carries

Cecelia read the treasury report for 01-31 March  2021.  Kevin made a motion to accept 
the treasury minutes as read ~Deacon Kim  seconded the motion~ Motion carries

Old Business:
Spiritual Assistant Update
Christopher contacted Bro Pio and has not received a response back.  He will try again.

New Business:  Mary Witzman Funeral
Mary’s family desired the Memorial check be given to St. Andrew.  Kevin will take to St. 
Andrew.  Three Masses will be said for Mary.  Kevin will contact Jim Witzman to let him 
know of this.

Wake service-  For those wishing to have a Franciscan service at their Wake we ask 
you to add a copy of the Franciscan Rule Book  in your file for this service. In addition, 
make a copy of your Wake Service and keep it in your funeral file.  A copy of the Rule 
Book should be included in your casket.

Regional Meeting will be held at King’s House on June 4,5, and 6th.

Respecgully submi`ed by San Damiano Secretary Kevin O’Connell.
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Celebrating Pentecost May 23, 2021
         The Jewish History of “Pentecost” is from Greek meaning 

“fi_ieth.” The name Pentecost was originally given to the Jewish Feast 
of Weeks which fell on the fi_ieth day a_er Passover. On this day, the 
first fruits of the grain harvest were offered to the Lord  (LeviOcus 
23:15-21 and Deuteronomy 16:9-11). The second chapter of Acts begins 
by noOng that the Feast of Weeks had just passed.                                                                                                                                                                     
 In Acts 2:1-41 the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles. This occurred ten days a_er Jesus’ 
Ascension.  Jesus had asked his Apostles to pray, and their nine days of prayer can be considered as the first 
novena.                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 When the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles, they preached the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Miraculously, people of many different languages and naOons could understand the Apostles in their own 
languages.  Another wonder surrounding Pentecost was that tongues of fire appeared and rested on the 
Apostles. God le_ no doubt that Pentecost was an important event in the history of the Church and that the 
Holy Spirit was truly present.  The boldness that the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles on Pentecost gave them the 
courage and wisdom to preach to many naOons and peoples.  This, in turn, resulted in the spread of 
ChrisOanity and the conversion of thousands of people.  On the day of Pentecost, about 3,000 people were 
bapOzed  (Acts 2:41).                                                                                                                
 Pentecost is the birthday of the Church because from that point on the apostles carried the message 
of Christ to the whole world. The authority that Christ gave his Apostles through the Holy Spirit extends 
through the bishops today.  The Holy Spirit conOnues to guide the Church.  In fact, St. AugusOne said that the 
Holy Spirit was the soul of the Church.  Just as the soul gives life to the body, so also the Spirit gives life to the 
Church.                                                                                                                                            
  

 Pentecost ushered in a new age of the Church through which Christ works in different means for our 
salvaOon.  In other words, although since his Ascension Jesus is no longer physically present on earth, Jesus 
has not le_ us alone.  Indeed, he is sOll present to us in other ways.  Jesus has le_ us the sacraments through 
which the Holy Spirit conveys the grace of God in a physical and tangible way.  Pentecost marks the beginning 
of this new, sacramental era in which we live today.  It does so because the ministers of the sacraments 
(usually priests and deacons) have the power to perform the sacraments because the Holy Spirit acts through 
them.  The Holy Spirit conforms the minister to Christ.                                                                                                                                                            
 The liturgical color for Pentecost is red. Red can signify martyrdom, but in this instance it represents 
the Holy Spirit. It does so because of the tongues of fire associated with Pentecost.                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Although o_en overlooked, Pentecost is one of the most important Catholic feasts of the year.  As the 
birthday of the Church, it is truly a day to celebrate!  Source: h`ps://www.aboutcatholics.com/beliefs/pentecost/ 
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https://www.aboutcatholics.com/beliefs/why-do-catholics-have-sacraments/

